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Williams. The measure was not an honest one on
the part of the Hebdomadal Board, and deserved to be
defeated. Among the pamphlets which the discus-
sion produced, two by Mr. James Mozley gave early
evidence, by their force of statement and their
trenchant logic, of the power with which, he was
to take part in the questions which agitated the
University.

Dr. Hampden took his revenge, and it was not a
noble one. The fellows of certain colleges were
obliged to proceed to the B.D. degree on pain of
forfeiting their fellowships. The exercises for the
degree, which, by the Statutes, took the old-fashioned
shape of formal Latin disputations between Opponents
and Respondents on given theses in the Divinity
School, had by an arrangement introduced by Dr.
Burton, with no authority from the Statutes, come
to consist of two English essays on subjects chosen
by the candidate and approved by the Divinity Pro-
fessor. The exercises for the degree had long ceased
to be looked upon as very serious matters, and
certainly were never regarded as tests of the sound-
ness of the candidate's faith. They were usually on
well-worn commonplaces, of which the Regius Pro-
fessor kept a stock, and about which no one troubled
himself but the person who wanted the degree. It
was not a creditable system, but it was of a piece
with the prevalent absence of any serious examination
for the superior degrees. It would have been quite
befitting his position, if Dr. Hampden had called the